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GET IN TOUCH WITH US:

Les Fiers Moutons, St Andrew’s,  
Guernsey, GY6 8UD

Tel: 01481 257261 (9am to 5pm)

Emergencies tel: 07781 104082

Opening times: Mon-Sat 11am-5pm. 
Sunday and bank holidays 11am - 4pm.

Email:  
admin@gspca.org.gg,  
lornaprince@gspca.org.gg,
stevejbyrne@gspca.org.gg

Web: www.gspca.org.gg

Twitter: @GSPCA

Facebook: GSPCA

All material supplied by the GSPCA

Treating yourself or someone else?
Come and see it knitting!

Wehave been knitting
Traditional Guernsey
Knitwear for over 44 years.
Styles include traditional,
crew and V necks, also
cardigans, children’s
sweaters and hats.
Also available are aran
stitch garments, with
crewor polo necks.

PROUDLY SPONSORS THE GSPCA

Visit our online shop for more information,
or to place an order:

www.guernseywoollens.com
email: arthur.eldridge@guernseywoollens.com

Telephone: 01481 - 258183
TheWorkshop, SollumVoe,

RuedesMarais, Vale, GuernseyGY68AX

‘S
INCE the day Piper arrived, 
I knew I wanted her to be a 
therapy dog with the help 
of  WAG. When we visit the 
home I can see straight 
away how happy she makes 

the residents – especially those who 
have had dogs in the past.’  The words 
of  volunteer Chantal Fallaize explaining 
what makes WAG visits so special when 
she and Piper visit Orchard House 
Residential Care Home.
 Wellbeing Animals Guernsey (WAG)’s 26 
volunteers and their therapy dogs visit 
many people in a variety of  situations 
such as the hospital or residential care 
homes.  Being with a dog for a few 
minutes can help reduce stress, improve 
a person’s quality of  life and just make 
them feel better.
Another volunteer Deb, and Monti her 
miniature poodle, visit children on 
Frossard Ward where, she says, even the 
most cautious and poorly children are 
delighted to see her little dog. ‘A visit 
from Monti cheers everyone up,’ she says.
For WAG volunteers it is rewarding 
to experience the effect their animals 

have on someone who, for example, 
experiences high levels of  anxiety but 
relaxes and enjoys stroking their dog, as 
well as striking up a conversation with 
the volunteer. As Chantal says, ‘Just 
watching the smiles on people’s faces as 
Piper and I walk through the door makes 
it all worthwhile.’  
If  you are interested in joining the WAG 
team with your dog go to www.wag.org.gg 
to see what is involved, phone Marguerite 
on 07911 719081 or email woof@wag.org.
gg for more information.

WAG DOGS BRING SMILES

F
ROM all at the GSPCA we hope 
you are safe and well.
Where to start, well what 
an exceptionally challenging 
year which started with 
much excitement as we hoped 

to start taking down a number of  old 
buildings to build the much-needed new 
Wildlife Hospital.
Sadly, due to the Coronavirus Pandemic, 
the GSPCA focus has been on ensuring 
our 24/7 service in a safe way and finding 
the much needed funds to continue our 
work as we have experienced the hardest 
year in living history.
Throughout lockdown the GSPCA 
worked tirelessly day and night in a safe 
social distanced way and we still have 
many safety precautions in place as our 
work still involves risk from animals of  
owners self-isolating to those we board 
that are traveling off  island. Sadly 
boarding is at an all-time low and with 
few fund raising events we launched 
our #GSPCACoronavirusCrisisAppeal 
to bring in much needed funds and we 
cannot thank all that have donated and 
supported our work during these difficult 
times and for anyone wanting to become 
a regular sponsor please do get in touch.
It’s not been all doom and gloom as we 
have seen the busiest year in wildlife 

arrivals in recorded history with more 
hedgehogs and baby birds, not to mention 
the seal release of  Andrew and Pebbles 
on Jethou. We also could not believe our 
luck when we able to hold our 9th Animal 
Welfare Seafront Sunday in September 
after cancelling it back in May due to 
Covid. What a day it was with more stalls 
than we have ever had before, around 
10,000 visitors, great weather, so many 
dogs and a huge amount of  fun show 
casing our work and raising an amazing 
£5,000.
There have been so many amazing 
individuals, teams, groups, businesses 
and schools that have done so much for 
us this year from Guy Hardill’s sea swim 
which helped us with a new Animal 
Ambulance to the many hedge vedge 
stalls selling goods for the many animals 
in our care.
I have to make a very special mention 
about the GSPCA team who have been 
incredible through the recent and 
continued challenges, from myself  and 
the committee a huge thank you for 
all you do. It certainly has not been 
the easiest of  years, and the months 
ahead we are planning for may well 
prove a challenge. Saying this with the 
#GuernseyTogether attitude we will 
strive to do our very best for the animals 
of  Guernsey and our community.
Our focus currently as we strategise for 
the future is to ensure our caring work 
continues 24/7. With a huge rise in the 
number of  wildlife in recent years as 
well as small animals, especially rabbits 
we are having to relook at the way we 
work. The challenges loose farm animals 
and horses cause our ambulance drivers 
and still 30% of  dogs and cats we see not 
microchipped, locating animal owners is 
a daily challenge. Our welfare work still 
includes dealing with dogs left in hot cars 
to nesting and roosting animals being 
disturbed which are just some examples 
of  the work that goes on.
There is no clear picture of  what 
tomorrow will bring, but we know that 
there are hundreds of  animals in our 
care and day and night others in need. 
Without your support we cannot achieve 
so much helping the 3000+ animals 
through our doors every year and the 
1000’s more we help in many other ways.

Stay safe and thank you
     
             Steve Byrne
                GSPCA Manager

GOOD DAY!
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DEEPEST CLLEAN AVAILABLE ONTHE ISLAND
AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

Never look back,
we get rid of
the mess that
causes you
stress!

@ The Carpet Doctor

We offer a reliable, friendly service
and FREE no obligation quotes given!

Call – 07781 424250
Email – thecarpetdoctor.gsy@gmail.com

www.thecarpetdoctor.gg

Adopt - don’t shop
We have so many animals looking for loving new homes. You may need to complete an application form, pass 
a home check and you should be aware that in order to help us cover our costs there is an adoption fee for 
our animals. For more information please visit www.gspca.org.gg, call 257261 or email admin@gspca.org.gg

Lots of Degus Brenda

Grizito Peanut

Sparky

Dandelion and Nettle Hazel and Lavender
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PROUDLY
SPONSOR

THE
GSPCA

Whether your
pet is the size of a
horse or a mouse

the Drill Squad
can fit a pet
flap to suit!

Call Jonathan 07781 121416 or
Jacob - 07839 177070
Email: ossltd@cwgsy.net

It takes a revolution
to create a solution!

Rabbits love to chew and hide in places. 
You could also try building tunnels out 
of  cardboard boxes, or filling a closed 
box with hay and treats.  Place them in 
your rabbit’s enclosure and watch them 
investigate!  Remember to change the 
enrichment regularly to help keep your 
rabbit’s world interesting.

RABBITS JUST WANT TO HAVE FUN
As pet owners we have a legal duty of care towards our 
animals. This does not solely include providing water, shelter 
and food, but also allowing the animal opportunities to display 
natural behaviours. This is fairly easy to achieve for a dog or 
cat, but harder for some of our smaller domestics

RABBITS are a very popular pet 
choice.  The RSPCA estimates there 
are 1.7 million pet rabbits in the 

UK.  Many of  these animals spend much 
of  their life in the same small hutch or 
run, with little to encourage them to 
exercise physically or mentally.  This 
boredom can lead to behaviour problems, 
such as aggressive, repetitive pacing and 
over grooming.  Rabbits are intelligent, 
inquisitive and social animals.  Here is 
a simple toy you can make to help keep 
your rabbit fit, happy and healthy, using 
recycling items:

1. Take a toilet roll or kitchen roll tube, some 
hay and some tasty veg or treats.

2. Stuff the roll.  Hide treats in the middle 
so the rabbit will have to work to get them.

3. Give the tube to your rabbit!  You could also 
try using some string to hang the tube from 
top of the hutch to give your rabbit another 
challenge.

Rabbits looking for homes
For more information please visit www.gspca.org.gg,  

call 257261 or email admin@gspca.org.gg 

Tess Ronald

Jemima
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By J.C Maintenance Professional Services Est 2007.C Maintenance Professional Services Est. 2
PROUDLY SPONSORS THE GSPCA

Telephone:
07781 426323

Email:
jcmaintenance.gsy@gmail.com

Accepts
mowing
contracts
big or
small!

Specialised in
all aspects of

mowing, strimming
and lawn care.
Contact Jon for a

free quote.

WHERE practicable, we request 
that pupils who choose the 
GSPCA as their charity of  

preference to volunteer with, are pre-
screened by careers advisors. This is to 
ascertain suitability before making the 
trip to the animal shelter to complete 
their induction.  Previously, pupils have 
arrived for induction and then decided 
it is not for them; this is understandable 
but as space on inductions is limited, 
someone else may potentially miss out on 
their chance. Sadly, and more frequently, 
having watched the induction, some 
pupils have then turned up for their first 
volunteering ‘shift’ ill prepared for the 
work expected of  them.  Some have been 
unwilling to accept the jobs offered or 
want to choose what they are willing to 
do, rather than what is expected.   As 
the more inclement weather arrives, we 
have had to advise far too many school 
children that it is not acceptable to turn 
up without a coat when it is raining. In 
line with health and safety regulations 
inappropriate footwear is not permitted 
whilst undertaking tasks at the GSPCA; 
this includes the wearing of  training 
type shoes or fashion footwear.  Sensible 
school shoes are perfect, unless the 
grassed areas on site are extremely 
muddy. We can, where practicable, offer 
wellies but we are extremely limited for 
sizes and as to who these can be issued 
to.  On rare occasions, the offer to help 
pupils by loaning outdoor footwear has 

met with disdain and a refusal to wear 
them.  
As part of  the induction process, pupils 
are reminded to book in as they arrive at 
the GSPCA and book out as they leave.  
Sadly, this requirement has failed to be 
adhered to in the past; in the current 
climate, this task must be carried out 
by all our visitors to the GSPCA so as to 
‘track and trace’ if  required.  
As a courtesy to the staff  who assist 
with hosting and laying on appropriate 
work, it is insisted that pupils arrive 
promptly and ready to work; also if  a 
person cannot make it, is running late, or 
any such reason, then a phone call to the 
GSPCA reception is all that is needed to 
let us know your pupil is safe.  
Parents and guardians must take 
ownership of  their children as this is 
not an after-school club and, as such, 
bad behaviour will not be tolerated. 
Any offensive language or inappropriate 
conduct will result in the person involved 
being asked to leave site immediately; 
if  deemed serious enough pupils may 
then be banned from returning for 
the duration of  their DofE placement.   
Schools will be informed if  this type of  
incident occurs.     
Everyone at the GSPCA is looking 
forward to meeting with you all soon.           

Tim Pellett, Community and Training 
Officer for the GSPCA.

Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Bronze Award (DofE) 
Scheme
At the GSPCA we are proud that so many of your pupils 
have previously expressed an interest in volunteering with us 
as part of gaining their Duke of Edinburgh’s (DofE) Bronze 
Award. We would like to extend that welcome again this year 
to your year 9 pupils

James Prince with Gatsby the Cat
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PAWS FOR SUPPORT IS A UNIQUE CHARITY DEDICATED
TO USING HIGHLY TRAINED DOGS TO IMPROVE PEOPLE’S LIVES IN
THE BAILIWICK OF GUERNSEY.
These dogs are used in a wide variety of situations from schools and young people to
visiting the elderly in care homes. The dogs help bring happiness to people’s lives,
assist in teaching respect, kindness, love, responsibility, friendship and trust.
This is achieved by using our Paws for Support dogs as educational and therapeutic
aids and assistance.
• We do visits to nursing homes, hospitals, schools and Offices
• We offer disability assistance dog training
• Our new project is called the Family Support Dog – find out more by contacting us
• All Paws for Support dogs and handlers are highly trained and have been rigorously

assessed ensuring that they are competent and safe to work in the specific
environment chosen

• All dogs working in schools in the Bailiwick of Guernsey have been in training with
Paws For Support or have past level 2 assessment

• We have implemented the ‘Schools Reading To Dogs Scheme’ to help children gain
confidence through reading stories to our dogs.

For more information email us: pfsdogs@sky.com or visit our facebook page:
www.facebook.com/pawsforsupport or website www.pawsforsupport.co.uk

HAPPY TAILS

Belle Daisy Fleur Horace

Jenny and Bertie

Lucy with her 
new friend Arlo

Maggie Milo

Nala Peanut Sage Zen and Zoe
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LA
FR

ATERNELLE

HOME INSURANCE

Est. 2001. We undertake large or
small contracts of all types of stonemasonry and
specialise in sympathetic renovation with use of

natural products such as hydraulic lime.

Mobile: 07781 124221
Email: stoneworksgsy@gmail.com

www.stoneworksgsy.net

ANIMAL WELFARE 
Joining forces to help Sark’s feral cats

T
HE GSPCA Welfare Manager, 
Lorna Chadwick, is working 
closely with Sark residents, 
Gemma and Richard Knight, 
to humanely manage the 

Sark feral cat population using a trap, 
neuter, return programme. With the 
permission of  the Sark Constable and 
Chief  Pleas traps have been placed 
at key sites and are being monitored 
closely throughout the day. Under the 
guidance of  the States Veterinary Officer, 
David Chamberlain, and with the help 
and support of  Sark shipping the cats 
are then being transported back to the 
GSPCA for assessment. Feral cats are 
wild animals, so it is imperative that 
their mental welfare is at the forefront 
of  our minds and their confinement is 
no longer than absolutely necessary. 
They will be provided with immediate 
care, where necessary, neutered and ear 
tipped, microchipped and then returned 
back to the area where they were caught. 
True feral cats (as opposed to strays) are 

highly unlikely to ever become socialised 
to humans and being kept in an enclosed 
Shelter environment is likely to cause 
significant distress and it will be almost 
impossible to meet the animals’ welfare 
needs. This is the reason for the trap, 
neuter, return scheme. There are contact 
details with the traps should anyone 
come across one with an occupant. The 
GSPCA would like to thank everyone 
involved in helping us help these cats.
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 Thank you so 
much for your 

support!

WOW 
Guernsey 
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Telephone
07781 146969
pjc@cwgsy.net

Are pleased to
support the aims

of the

And design, supply and
install quality fitted

kitchens and bedrooms
VIEWING BY APPOINTMENT

RESCUE DOG TELMA

BY PETER CAMPBELL

01481 264206
Rue des Longscamps, St Saviours, GY7 9YN

Perrys Guide Map – Page 22 C5
Members of pet Industry Federation / UK Kennel & Cattery Association

Where Pets go on Holiday!

WEWELCOME DOGS, CATSAND SMALLANIMALS
Facilities Built In 2011
Webcam & TV facilities
Outdoor Exercise Area
On-site Grooming Salon
5-Star Luxury HeatedAccommodation
Doggie Day Care
Individual Diet Plans

Opening Hours
Monday to Friday – 10am to 4pm
Saturday – 10am to 1pm
Sunday – Closed to the public
All Bank Holidays – Closed to the public

ONLINE BOOKING
www.fourpawspethotel.co.uk

y

Cheeky Flybe released by Alderney Wildlife 
Trust after his tour of Guernsey
DURING mid March the GSPCA 

were called out to rescue a very 
cheeky cormorant. Flybe, as the 

bird was named, was found in Church 
Square unable to fly, very thin and trying 
to enter buildings and shops. He was 
brought to the GSPCA where we fed him 
up and, after over a week of  care, we 
got him to a lovely release spot near the 
Bathing Pools. Flybe wasn’t convinced 
he was ready for the wild and shortly 
after being released he made his way 
back to land and continued to pester 
people. We have tried releasing Flybe a 
total of  11 times and each time a location 
was carefully selected to ensure it was 
quiet and he would have all that he 
needs. These included the Bathing Pools 
and Fermain Bay, but each time he was 
released in Town he would make his 
way inland and tried to enter places like 

Specsavers and Sports Direct. We decided 
to try the other side of  Guernsey and 
shortly after his release he walked into 
L’Eree Hotel and on one occasion entered 
a house through a cat flap.
We then thought we’d try more of  a 
remote location on the Humps near 
Herm. Six days later he was found trying 
to get into the Cock’n’Bull. At this point 
it was decided to give him a much longer 
period of  rehabilitation, which he spent 
on the large pond at the GSPCA. Last 
week it was decided to go for a location 
as remote as we could find for his release, 
so he was transported to Alderney where 
they had just the spot.
Thanks to Alderney Welfare Trust, Flybe 
was released on Burhou last Thursday 
which they kindly filmed for us and 
hasn’t yet been spotted near any towns 
or buildings so we all have our fingers 

crossed he has found some friends in his 
new home.
Beckie Bailey GSPCA Animal Care 
Assistant said “In all my years at the 
GSPCA we have never had a bird quite 
like Flybe. When he was found he was 
very thin and couldn’t fly very well. 
Every time he was released he was found 
getting into mischief  such as trying to 
get into Specsavers or L’Eree Hotel. We 
even tried releasing him all the way on 
the Humps and six days later he tried 
popping into the Cock’n’Bull. Thankfully 
after months of  care we decided that the 
best release spot would be where there 
should be plenty of  friends for him and 
Alderney Wildlife Trust kindly offered to 
help and it was fantastic to see him being 
released of  Burhou.
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• Swimming Pool Installations • Pool Refurbishment • Pool Maintenance • Pool & Spa Chemicals
• Patios & Landscaping • Building Works • Villeroy & Boch Spas • Pool Enclosures • Zodiac Agents

Pool Spa & Leisure Shop – Portinfer Coast Road – open all year round
Monday – Friday 09.30 – 12:30 Saturdays 09.30 – 17.30 CLOSED Wednesdays

Portinfer Coast Road, Vale, GY6 8LG
T: 01481 255026
E: gillinghampools@gmail.com
W: www.gillinghampools.com

PROUD TO SUPPORT
THE GOOD WORK OF

THE G.S.P.C.A.

GUERNSEY SOCIETY FOR THE PREVENTION OF CRUELTY TO ANIMALS

HOW WE SUPPORT THE GSPCA
• Monthly food donations

• Plant donations towards the Pet Memorial Garden
• Family Fun Day fundraising

PROUD TO SUPPORT THE

CLUB MEMBERS
10% OFF

WET, DRY & FROZEN
CAT & DOG FOOD

Rue du Friquet, Castel

www.bluediamond.gg
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P.O. Box 551, Unit 1, Church Road
Industrial Estate, Church Road,

St Sampson’s, GY1 6HU
Tel: 01481 242575

Email: sales@officemaker.gg

are pleased to support
the good work
of the
GSPCA

Contact:
John – 07781 152454
Ian – 07781 129403

Proudly supporting the
GSPCA

Professional
service for all your

electrical needs

Proud to support the 
work of the GSPCA

‘Italian food at its best’
‘We Italians love our pets.... 
we also love.... people....  
football.... good food.... 
good wine and 
fast cars

46 Lower Pollet St Peter Port, Guernsey
Telephone 721552.     Fax: 724235

Open from Tuesday to Sunday

Closed on Monday

A
S WE work throughout the Island 
including at the harbour and airport, as 
well as boarding animals for those who 
have travelled off  island, we continue to 

encourage social distancing and work with reduced 
services and heightened safety measures in place.

What to expect when visiting the GSPCA
Where possible we would ask members of  the public 
to call before visiting the Shelter.
Regardless of  the purpose of  your visit our staff  will 
ask:  
• Are you self  isolating?
• Have you travelled out of  the Bailiwick recently?
• Do you have any symptoms of  Coronavirus?
We are very sorry but if  the answer is YES to any 
of  these questions you will not be able to visit the 
GSPCA at this time. We MUST prioritise the health 
of  our team and the community. 
Rehoming of  our animals is being carried out by 
appointment only to limit the number of  people on 
site.
All visitors/volunteers are to report to reception to 
sign in and out when visiting the GSPCA and are 
encouraged to use hand sanitisers on arrival and 
departure.
Sadly, at this time we continue with only a small 
selection of  essential volunteers. 
No staff/volunteers are allowed on site if  they 
have been outside of  the Bailiwick  of  Guernsey as 

directed by the States of  Guernsey allocated time 
and tests as  advised - www.covid19.gov.gg/guidance/
travel. 
Anyone with signs or symptoms of  Covid-19 must 
not come to the GSPCA and  must seek advice 
from the States of  Guernsey and relevant medical 
authorities.
Why are we being so cautious?
In the event that an individual who tests positive 
for Covid-19 has been on site we would have to send 
the Shelter into lockdown and all of  our experienced 
animal carers and staff  would have to isolate, this 
would have a hugely detrimental effect on the 
animals in our care. The Coronavirus situation is 
constantly changing and we are all learning to adapt 
to this new normal. The GSPCA plays a unique role 
within our Community so it is especially important 
that we continue to take the risks seriously.
The pandemic has had a huge effect on our income 
and annual fundraising but we still continue to offer 
essential services within the Community. We are 
not States funded and rely solely on the amazing 
donations from you, our supporters, to enable us to 
keep working.
We sincerely thank you for all of  your support and 
patience at this time.
To donate to the Coronavirus crisis appeal visit www.
giving.gg/donate/event/5876/GSPCA-Coronavirus-
Emergency-Appeal

Coronavirus crisis at the GSPCA
COVID-19 has meant that the GSPCA has had to take proactive steps 
to ensure the health and wellbeing of the team, community and visitors 

A
LMOST every day our 
ambulance staff  and 
volunteer wardens 
are called out to cows, 

sheep, pigs and horses that 
have escaped from their fields 
and grazing areas and are 
loose on the Island’s roads. 
While we do have access to a 
limited list of  those keeping 
animals on the Island it is 
often hard to locate owners/
keepers especially when it is 
dark and raining at 3 o’clock 
in the morning. The GSPCA 
would be very grateful if  
owners/ keepers could inform 
us of  where their animals 

might be or leave contact 
details on fences or head 
collars. Horses or cows in the 
road cause problems for the 
public and working at night 
to contain animals can be 
dangerous for our volunteers. 
If  you would like to opt in to 
inform us where your animals 
are we can add your details to 
a list that will only be used by 
our essential staff. This will 
enable us to contact you as 
quickly as possible so we can 
make your animals safe and 
secure. You can email your 
details to admin@gspca.org.gg 
or call 257261. Many thanks. 

Keeping Livestock, 
our Wardens and 
road users safe

EVENTS 2020
Please keep an eye on our 
Facebook page and website 

for future fundraising 
events and courses
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another-level@hotmail.com

• Paving
• Fencing
• Soft & Hard Landscaping
• West Trades
• Stonework
• Garden Maintenance

Another
Level

We offer top quality
standards of

workmanship for your
home and garden

Contact:
Ricardo

07781 452323

FREE QUOTATIONS
COMPETITIVE PRICESProudly

sponsor
the

GSPCA

£9.49

£8.99

£25.99 £11.99

£33.99

Northern Trust is proud to support the GSPCA. For 130 years, we’ve 

been meeting our clients’ financial needs whilst nurturing a culture of 

caring and a commitment to invest in the communities we serve. 

It’s all part of being a good neighbour.

FUND ADMINISTRATION  |  GLOBAL CUSTODY  |  BANKING  |  FIDUCIARY SERVICES

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

email infogsy@ntrs.com 

or visit northerntrust.com

Photo courtesy of the GSPCA

130 YEARS OF ENRICHING 
COMMUNITIES.
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CHURCH SQUARE, ST PETER PORT, GUERNSEY, CHANNEL ISLANDS, GY1 2LD
Tel: 01481 722178 Email: soundtrackguernsey@cwgsy.net

Web: www.soundtrackci.com

Soundtrack
Proudly sponsors the GSPCA

Shhhh…
This is my

favourite part

“Keep it Local”

Proudly
Support

the
GSPCA

Proudly
Support

the
GSPCA

L
AST year the GSPCA 
saw a record breaking 
618 hedgehogs come 
through the doors and 
2020 is set to be even 

busier. 
Between the 1st January 2019 
and 12th August 2019 we saw 330 
hedgehogs which was a record 
in our 147 year history and this 
year between the same period we 
have already had 399 hedgehogs 
arrive meaning it looks like 
another record breaking year for 
hedgehog numbers.
Despite lockdown the GSPCA 
has been incredibly busy and 
especially with wild animals. 
From the start of  the year to 
this date last year we helped 
330 hedgehogs and for this year 
we have topped that by 69. 
In recent weeks we have had 
days where we have helped 
13 new arrivals of  our spikey 
friends. The top reasons we see 
hedgehogs arrive at this time of  
year include those with mange, 
dehydration and many injured 
from garden instruments such 
as strimmers and hedge cutters. 
It is so important to check areas 
before carrying out gardening 
tasks as by doing so you could 
help save the life of  a hedgehog 
or birds that may be at risk. With 
the warm weather we can all 
help hedgehogs from putting out 
fresh water and feed, whether 
it be actual hedgehog food sold 
at many shops or meaty dog or 
cat food. The best food is tinned 
at this time of  year with all the 
moisture content and for those 
wanting to go steps further why 
not leave an area of  the garden 
to get a little overgrown or add 
to your hedging or even pop 
a hedgehog house in a corner. 
You can also help us help the 
hedgehogs here at the GSPCA 
such as sponsoring a hedgehog 
pen, making a donation or even 
an item from our Wish List. 
With so many sick and injured 
animals our intensive care units 
have been full to capacity and we 
are always in need of  additional 
units which can be seen on our 
wish list. Every day is a real 
struggle to raise the funds to 
care for the hundreds of  animals 
in our care and for those that 
do become a regular sponsor 
it makes a huge difference to 
ensure that we can care for the 
1000’s of  animals through our 
doors every year and the record 
breaking number of  hedgehogs.

Hedgehogs

HOW YOU CAN HELP THEM
•  Any hedgehogs seen out in daylight will likely 

need URGENT help. Hedgehogs do NOT lie out 
sunbathing.

• Any cut hedgehog needs urgent help.
•  Any hedgehog with flies on it or maggots 

crawling on it needs VERY urgent help.
•   Any hedgehog limping or walking strangely needs 

help.
•  Any hedgehog that looks very thin or wobbly or 

has bald patches or missing spines.
•   Garden ponds and swimming pools - Make sure 

there is always an easy route for hedgehogs to 
climb out of the water. Steps built out of house 
bricks are often used. Ideally, swimming pools 
should have shallow steps and a tight-fitting 
insulating cover should be used overnight.

•   Strimmers and hedge trimmers - These should 
be used sparingly under hedges and other areas 
of undergrowth. Hedgehogs and other animals 
are likely to be resting there during the day.  

•  Drains - Drains and similar open holes frequently 
trap unwary hedgehogs and they can starve if 
they are not rescued. Keep all drain covers in 
good condition and cover any open holes.

•  Litter - Hedgehogs frequently get their heads 
stuck in tins, plastic binders from drinks cans or 
discarded yoghurt pots.  Please make sure you 
dispose of your rubbish safely.   

•  Pets – Dogs are often quite inquisitive when they 
see a hedgehog in the garden.  It is important 
that your dog doesn’t try to play or pick up a 
hedgehog as it can both injure the hedgehog 
and your pet.

•  Slug pellets - Slug pellets can poison 
hedgehogs. Try using other methods such as 
beer traps or sprinkling fine sand or ground up 
shells around the plants you need to protect; 
rings made of cut down plastic drinks bottles 
can offer protection to individual plants and 
aluminium, sulphate-based products can be 
used over wider areas. If all else fails and you 
have to use pellets, place them under a slate 
which is inaccessible to hedgehogs.

•  Rodenticides – There is new evidence that has 
shown that hedgehogs are at risk from poisons 
put down for rats and mice. Although the bait 
boxes used should not allow hedgehogs to 
get to the bait, slugs and snails are attracted 
to the bait and will then store the poison in 
their bodies, so when the hedgehog eats the 
slug, they get the poison. So always seriously 
consider whether you need to use these 
chemicals and if so, please be very careful.

•   Bonfires - If you have to light a bonfire, always 
make sure there are no animals sheltering in 
the pile.
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MRICS, FCIOB, FCABE FASI, FBEng, FIPD
Coach-House Studio, Belmont Court, Kings Road,

St Peter Port, Guernsey, GY1 1QA
Tel: 725239 Email: architect@rwlp.co.gg www.rwlp.co.gg

Professional and friendly service for:
■ Tree Surgery ■ Tree Removal

■ Hedge Cutting
For free quotations call:

07781 407812

Spruce
Up

Fully qualified and insured
tree specialists

VALPYS

Grande Rue, St Martin’s

Tel: 238422
Like us on

www.valpysguernsey.co.uk

ELECTRICAL &
HARDWARE STORE

Miele Cat and Dog
Vacuum Cleaners

perfect for
pet owners

For all walks of life!
• We have the largest selection of domestic and
commercial flooring
• The widest array of window blinds, shutters and curtains
• We have the largest flooring showroom in Channel
Islands
• We’re the most established flooring company with 60
years under our belt.

Make the right choice when choosing your flooring and window coverings

Call for a free quotation!

P
OST lockdown and owners 
returning to work has seen an 
escalation in complaints about 
dogs barking.    
If  you are concerned about a 

neighbour’s dog barking, please remember 
that many owners are not aware that their 
dog barks when they are out.
If  possible, tell the neighbour so that they 
are aware and can seek advice. 
Guernsey’s Public Health law lists specific 
conditions that may be considered 
“nuisances” and which powers exist to 
require that they are prevented from 
recurring.
If  a neighbour’s dog is barking constantly 
and the owner does nothing to prevent 
this happening you can contact the 
Environmental Health Department and 
ask for further advice on 717000.
If  you are concerned about a dog’s welfare, 
for example if  it isn’t being provided with 
water, food or shelter, or it appears to be in 
poor condition and you think this may be  
the cause of  the barking, please contact the 
GSPCA on 01481 257261.

Does your dog bark too much?
If  a neighbour has mentioned that your 
dog is barking a lot or you have had a 
visit from a member of  staff  at the GSPCA 
or other Organisation try not to become 
upset or angry but try to see it from their 
point of  view. They may have a new baby 
in the house or they may be worried about 
whether your dog is OK.
Ask your neighbours to tell you when your 
dog is barking and for how long, especially 

if  the noise occurs while you are out. You 
could even set up a video camera.
If  your dog is barking at things while it 
is outside in the garden don’t let it go 
outside on its own as the triggers will still 
be there and the dog will be practising the 
behaviour and getting better at it. 
If  it barks out of  the window when 
triggered by people, animals or traffic you 
will need to block its access to the windows 
so that it can’t see the triggers.
You can help a dog that barks excitedly 
during play by not playing with them 
at anti-social times such as early in the 
morning or late at night.
Try to keep your dog away from adjoining 
walls if  you live in a flat or semi detached 
house.
If  your dog barks when left try to tire it 
out before you leave with a good walk. You 
can also provide enrichment toys or ask 
a friend or relative to pop in and keep it 
company. Dogs also like dens so you could 
set up a safe place for it to hide while the 
family is out.

What not to do:
•  Never punish your dog for barking as 

this will make it more anxious and the 
barking may escalate.

•  Don’t use ‘anti bark’ collars. They can 
add to the dog’s anxiety, dogs become 
accustomed to the noise and the barking 
can increase.

•  Don’t get a second dog as company; you 
may end up with 2 barking dogs!   

Barking 
nuisance
It’s natural for dogs to bark but when it happens a lot for 
prolonged periods it can be very annoying and upsetting 
for those living in the area

Dog training
OUR popular puppy and beginner life skills classes focus 

on helping you and your dog become an amazing team, 
working together to master lead walking, recall and 

many other essential everyday skills.
These classes are held weekly in 6 week blocks and are run 
by APDT UK trainers (www.apdt.co.uk)
For more information email lorna@gspca.org.gg or visit our 
website www.gspca.org.gg/services/puppy-and-beginner-life-
skills-classes
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1
High

Standard
of Care

10 Vets

9 Nurses

6 Trainee Nurses

2 Hydrotherapists

38 Members of Staff 

+6k Clients

+14k Patients

A proud supporter of the GSPCA

}
www.isabellevets.co.uk

THE ANIMAL FIREWORK CODE 
The GSPCA would like to urge everyone to 
follow our Animal Friendly Firework Code 
and protect your pets and the local wildlife.
Please make sure that your pets are 
wearing a collar with an identity tag in 
case they manage to escape from your 
home. We would also strongly advise that 
you have your pets microchipped as this 
enables us to reunite them with you much 
more easily should they run away. Please 
call the GSPCA for further details on 
having your animal microchipped.
Walk your dog during the day and as soon 
as it gets dark keep your dog or cat inside. 
Ensure all of  the windows and doors are 
locked including dog and cat flaps.
Go to an organised display if  you can, 
however don’t take your dog. If  you are 
going out then draw your curtains, put the 
television or radio on and provide your pet 
with a safe hiding place so they feel secure.
If  you are having a private firework 
display then build your bonfire as late 
as possible to reduce the likelihood of  
any wildlife taking up residence. Before 
lighting the fire check the area thoroughly 
for hedgehogs. We are always saddened by 
the number of  hedgehogs we receive that 
have suffered severe burns.  Do not light 
fires or set off  fireworks near trees where 
birds are likely to be roosting.

Please notify your neighbours of  your 
intentions. Especially the elderly and those 
who have pets.
When horses are startled, they are likely 
to bolt and can suffer serious injuries. 
Ensure that all horses, ponies and donkeys 
are securely stabled with the doors closed.
Remember to bring guinea pigs and rabbits 
inside or place under cover in an out 
building. 
If  you know that your pet is frightened 
by loud noises such as fireworks or has 
an existing heart condition please contact 
your vet for advice.
Please clean up after firework parties. 
Litter is hazardous to domestic and wild 
animals.
Remember NEVER let fireworks off  near 
animals.

To notify us of your event please email the 
team at the GSPCA and we can add your 
firework display to our calendar. Please let us 
know the location, date and times it is planned 
for and also if it is public or a private event. 
To let us know please call 01481 257261 or 
if you could email the following addresses one 
of the team will add it as soon as we can 
admin@gspca.org.gg, stevejbyrne@gspca.
org.gg or lornaprince@gspca.org.gg

EVERY animal that passes through the 
GSPCA is given a full health check by 
our vet before it is available for rehoming. 

During this general health check the veterinary 
surgeon will check the animal thoroughly 
including its heart, eyes, ears, mouth, abdomen, 
skin and coat as well as other areas. Our staff  
will also obtain the animal’s previous veterinary 
history which will enable us to identify any 
problems the animal may have suffered from 
in the past and any treatment it may have 
received. It is essential that we try to gain as 
much information about them as we can so that 
we can give potential adopters as many details 
as possible about the animal so that they can 
then make an informed decision before making 
a lifelong commitment to a new pet.
As well as a full veterinary health check each 
animal receives the following:
• Vaccinations
• Flea treatment
• Worming treatment
•  Spaying and neutering 
• Dental check-up
• Microchipping

As well as the above, the adoption fee also 
goes towards paying for their everyday care and 
attention, their feeding, and many other aspects 
of their stay such as behavioural assessments and 
training (where necessary) as well as home checks 
and any follow-up care.

With all animals we look to do a home visit unless 
the animal’s enclosure for small species can be 
brought up to the shelter.  Also if you live in rented 
accommodation or States housing you need to 
ensure you have written permission. 

Minimum adoption 
charges are as 
follows: 

Mice/Rats/Hamsters £8.50
Chickens £8.00
Birds (varied) from £10.50
Guinea Pigs £30.90
Ferrets £41.50
Rabbits £44.00
Cats/Kittens £109.00
Dogs £268.00
Reptiles from £36.00

(Correct as of  1st January 
2019, additional costs may 
apply to certain species).
Other species vary, please 
ask for details. 
To provide the welfare and 
care for animals on site the 
adoption charges only cover 
part of  the costs, please ask 
how you can support our 
work. 

Our 
adoption 
fees
If you were wondering 
why you have to pay 
to adopt an animal 
from the GSPCA, this 
information may help

HELP US TO CONTINUE TO KEEP THEM SAFE!
Thankfully the incidents of animals being injured by fireworks & 
bonfires in Guernsey are few and far between; but we mustn’t get too 
complacent. Below are some basic guidelines that will enable you to 
help all of our furry and feathered friends to stay calm and safe on 
and around Bonfire night


